Quotes un the Fight for Social Justice (1960-1965)

1.

“I Hvink we just delivered He Sowtiv to- e Republican Porty.”

“AW of iy i o account we want to- reguster, to- become flrst-class
Atizens, and. Uf Hhe Freedom Democvatic Party s not seated nows |

“It & therefore a crnel rony tivat the President of the United States has
ever enacted by the United States Congress: 1+ b a frand, a sham, and a
Mwn

Nesivoba County has had a reputotion for being so- volatile that ot lhas
been nickinamed “Bloody Neshoba,” and, many experienced civil righty
workers, for very good reason, declined to- work un that tervifory.”

“This & wivy | say s the ballot or Hie bullet: Iy Uberty or Uy deatin.
Ity freedow for everybody or freedowm for nopody.”

"The workshops un novnatolence made the difference.. the phlosopiwy...
the factics, Hhe technigues, how to-.. take the blows and sHUL responol
with.. dignity.”

"Flrst of all, Mayor West, do- yow feel that 'y wrong to- discriminate
agoinst o person solely on the basis of his race or color?"

. “For yeary now | lhave heard He word “Wailt” It ringsy in tire ear of

every Negro- withv a plercing famidiority. This “wailt’ has almost always
meant never.”’



q. "l wos it i e head by o state trooper withv o nighistick... | Hought |
sow- deatin'

10. “We preach freedom arownd Hhe world . . . but are we to- say to-the
world, and munciv more importantly, to- each otirer, tHhat thisy s the land
of tie free except for Negroes?”

11. “We untend to- make U difflevdt, Uf not impossible, for a- Negro-
who adwotates desegregotion to- fnd and hold a joby, get credit; or renew-

a mortgage.”’

12. “THIS IS SELMA, ALABAMA. THERE ARE MORE NEGROES IN
JAIL WITH ME THAN THERE ARE ON THE VOTING ROLLS.”

13. “But thiy differences un leadersivige then led to- differences un style
or work:”
14. "My wife died for a sacred battle, Hie rights of humanity. She had

one concern and ondy one b mind. She took a guote from Abrajam
Luncoln that all men arve created equal and that's e way shhe
believed."

1s. “Strong people donwt need strong leaders.”



16. “Tell Hemw abowt tHhe diream, Mourtind”’

17. "Throughh Hhose songs, | Learned Hingy about tive history of black
people uv thuy country that the historians v sehool hao not beew
willing to- tell s about or had Lied abpout"

18.
“You don't have to live next to me
Just give me my equality
Everybody knows about Mississippi
Everybody knows about Alabama
Everybody knows about Mississippi Goddam”

149 “Freedom hagy never been free . . . | love my children and | Love
my wife withv all my heart: And | would die, and die gladly, if that
wouwld make a better Life for Hhem.”

20. "The best tiving yow can do- W to- be a womainw and stand. before tihe
world and speak yowr heort"

21. “ ... Every person i Hily community wio hhas v any way
contributed during the poast several yeary to- e popuwlarity of hatred, s
ot least as quilty, or more so-, Hhan tie demented. fool wiro- Hurew that
‘: t.))

22. “I aum sick and tired of being sick and tired.”



23. “Welve had o great change. Dr. King sow to- that: | way so- grateful
fo- see the 'colored only' signgy come off the water fountains ano
bativwrooms v the sowt But tihe struggle Lives on”

24. ““The most powerful person wv the struggle of tive sixties was Miss
Ela Baker, not Martin Lutiver King.”

25. “We cant count on adudts: Very few-. . . are not afraid of the
tremendows pressune they wil face. This leanves the young people to- be
organdizers, the agenty of social and polifical change.’’

26. “By appealing to- conseience and standing on the moral nature of
huwmain existence, novwiolence nurtures Hie atmospirere U wiriciv
reconciliation and, justice become actual possipilities.”’

27. “These childiren—unoffending, notent; and beavtiful—were the
vty of one of He most viclows and tragie crimes ever perpetrated
avg]. ;‘! 1 " '))

28. “Our bodies, nmumbering over 100,000 will bear witness—- will
serve hWistorie notiee Hat Jobs and Freedom are needed NOW.



