A Raisin in the Sun


Name________________________

Narrative Prompts

Option A:
In the characters of Beneatha and Asagai, Hansberry deals with 
the relationship of American Blacks to their African heritage.  Briefly respond to the following questions:

What did you think of these characters and their feelings about heritage?  

How important do you think it is for a person to know about his or her 
cultural, ethnic, racial, or religious background?  

Is pride in one’s heritage necessary for a person to have identity and self-
esteem?
Should assimilation (to give up one’s culture and submerge 

him/herself in the dominant culture) be our goal as Americans?

Prompt:  Remember an event from your own life that centered around a part of your cultural heritage.  The event may have helped you discover, define, or even defend your cultural heritage.  In a narrative piece, retell the event.  Use the checklist below to make sure you have included the necessary parts of good narrative writing.
_____I used a graphic organizer for my prewriting.

_____This writing has a logical sequence of events.

_____This writing has appropriate paragraphing.

_____This writing uses dialogue

_____This writing ends with a satisfying conclusion

Option B:
Hansberry begins her play with the poem “Dream Deferred,” by 

Langston Hughes.  The role of dreams in people’s lives is an important theme in the play.  Briefly describe each character’s dream and explain how that dream was or was not achieved.  Then, assign one of Hughes’ similes to that character and his/her dream (“fester like a sore,” “sags like a heavy load”).  Explain why you assigned each simile.
Walter

Mama

Ruth

Beneatha

Prompt:  Have you had a dream deferred?  Did it “explode,” or “stink like rotten meat”?  Maybe you voluntarily gave it up.  Maybe you have already achieved a dream or two.  Select a dream of yours and tell your story.  Use the checklist below to make sure you have included the necessary parts of good narrative writing.
_____I used a graphic organizer for my prewriting.

_____This writing has a logical sequence of events.

_____This writing has appropriate paragraphing.

_____This writing uses dialogue

_____This writing ends with a satisfying conclusion

