A Raisin in the Sun


Name_________________________

Explanatory/ Informative 

Writing Prompts
You are a drama critic sitting in a darkened theater.  You watch the characters onstage move and speak as the play unfolds before you.  Is it a good play or a bad play?  If it’s a good play, is it a great play?  How can you tell?  You now have to create an objective evaluation of the play.  

This assignment involves two critical thinking skills:  analyzing (taking apart and looking at separate elements of the play) and evaluating (making a judgment about how good, bad, effective, or ineffective those elements are).  

You will first evaluate the effectiveness of Hansberry’s characters, plot, theme and setting in A Raisin in the Sun, then the play as a whole, answering the question, “How good a play is it?” 
Your subjective response to a play is different from an objective evaluation.  Subjective responses are based entirely on your own feelings and experiences; you either like or dislike a play; it either moves you  or it doesn’t.  But an objective evaluation is based on agreed-upon standards, or criteria accepted by experts such as drama critics, playwrights, and directors.  Following  are some of the criteria commonly applied to plays.  
Read the criteria below, then measure each element of the play against that criteria, circling the most appropriate rating.  Write a one or two sentence rationale justifying your rating.

1.  Characters


a.  The characters seem real and believable.


b.  The major characters are complex—not stereotyped or flat

c.  The characters’ motivation—why they act and speak as they do—

are understandable.


d.  The characters’ speech is believable and natural.


e.  All of the characters are in some way necessary to the play

BAD

WEAK

FAIR


GOOD
GREAT

Rationale______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

2.  Plot


a.  The conflict or conflicts are clear.


b.  The plot creates suspense—and increasing excitement and interest 

in the outcome of the play.


c.  The play is unified and coherent.  Every action contributes to the 

meaning of the play.

d.  The events lead to a final climax—a decisive scene in which a 

crucial event occurs that resolves the conflict at last.

e.  The resolution is believable and satisfying.  It flows logically from 

the events that precede it.  


f.  The play’s subplots support or complement the main plot.

BAD

WEAK

FAIR


GOOD
GREAT

Rationale______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3.  Theme


a.  The play conveys an idea or message about life and human nature, 

or about the playwrigh’s idea of what the world is like


b.  The play’s message is universal, or nearly so.  That is, it can be 

appreciated by people everywhere, and its message is not “dated.”


c.  The play’s message is not trite and stereotyped; it is profound and 

true.

BAD

WEAK

FAIR


GOOD
GREAT

Rationale______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4.  Setting

a.  The setting helps to reveal something about the characters, the 

conflict, or the theme.

b.  The setting helps to create a mood.

BAD

WEAK

FAIR


GOOD
GREAT

Rationale______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Now look over your ratings and evaluate the play as a whole.  Do you think it’s a good play?  A great play?  Do you thing it will still be meaningful a hundred or two hundred years from now?  In a sentence, state your overall evaluation of the play.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Next, organize your ideas, and decide what you’ll include in you evaluation.  You probably cannot include all of the criteria, so choose those that best support your overall play evaluation statement.

Finally, find specific examples (incidents, quotations, characters) to support what you plan to say about the play.  Include scene numbers, page numbers, line numbers, etc. so you can document your position.

How you format your evaluation is up to you (essay, newspaper article, powerpoint presentation, annotated chart, or a format you create).  Use the checklist below to make sure you have included the necessary parts of good explanatory/informative writing.
_____This piece uses domain-specific vocabulary.

_____This piece uses a formal style and objective tone

_____There is cohesion and clarified relationships among complex ideas

_____There are concrete details to support the evaluation

