A Raisin in the Sun


Name________________________

Argumentative Writing Prompts
Are the thematic concerns of A Raisin in the Sun regarding women’s issues, family relations, race relations, and the process of becoming an adult still valid 60 years later; or, has the play become dated, thereby losing its significance?  Choose one of the options below for an argumentative piece of writing.

Option A:  Write an argumentative essay which answers this question from 
your personal point of view and uses the play, as well as your personal experiences and observations, to support your ideas.

Option B:  Write a speech which one of the characters of this play would 
deliver, in character, in answer to this topic.  The character will present an argument that compares the events in his or her “life” (which the play covers), to modern times.  It is not necessary to use the character’s dialect or speech patterns.

Option C:  Write a panel discussion in which the play’s characters present 
their arguments about the universality, or timelessness of the themes of the play.  They will compare the events of their “lives” (covered by the play) to modern times.  It is not necessary to use the characters’ dialect or speech patterns.

Regardless of which option you choose, this assignment requires that the topic be addressed intelligently and thoroughly, with appropriate support and development of ideas.  Use the checklist below to make sure you have included the necessary parts of good argumentative writing.

_____This writing establishes a precise claim which addresses the prompt.
_____This writing exhibits carefully chosen evidence/support arranged in a 

meaningful way.

_____This writing recognizes counterclaims.
_____This writing establishes an appropriate voice and tone.
_____This writing ends with a logical recommendation or reflection.
