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CHRONOLOGY OF VIOLENCE AND
INTIMIDATION IN MISSISSIPPI
| 1961 (1963)

. . . AUGUST IS5, AMITE COUNTY: Robert Moses, Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) registration worker, and three Ne-
groes who had tried unsuccessfully to register in Liberty, were driving
toward McComb when a county officer stopped them. He asked if
Moses was the man *. . . who’s been trying to register our niggers.” All
were taken to court and Moses was arrested for “impeding an officer in
the discharge of his duties,” fined $50 and spent two days in jail.

AUGUST 22, AMITE COUNTY: Robert Moses went to Liberty with
three Negroes, who made an unsuccessful attempt to register. A block
from the courthouse, Moses was attacked and beaten by Billy Jack Cas-
ton, the sheriff’s first cousin. Eight stitches were required to close a
wound in Moses’ head. Caston was acquitted of assault charges by an
all-white jury before a justice of the peace.

AUGUST 26, MC COMB, PIKE COUNTY: Hollis Watkins, 20, and Elmer
Hayes, 20, SNCC workers, were arrested while staging a sit-in at the
FE. W. Woolworth store and charged with breach of the peace. They
spent 36 days in jail.

AUGUST 27 AND 29, MC COMB, PIKE COUNTY: Five Negro students
from a local high school were convicted of breach of the peace following
a sit-in at a variety store and bus terminal. They were sentenced to a
$400 fine each and eight months in jail. One of these students, a girl
of 15, was turned over to juvenile authorities, released, subsequently
rearrested, and sentenced to 12 months in a state school for delinquents.
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AUGUST 29, MC COMB, PIKE COUNTY: Two Negro leaders were ar-
rested in McComb as an aftermath of the sit-in protest march on city
hall, charged with contributing to the delinquency of minors. They
were Curtis C. Bryant of McComb, an official of the NAACP, and
Cordelle Reagan, of SNCC. Each arrest was made on an affidavit signed
by Police Chief George Guy, who said he had information that the two
“. .. were behind some of this racial trouble.”

AUGUST 30, MC COMB, PIKE COUNTY: SNCC workers Brenda Travis,
16, Robert Talbert, 19, and Isaac Lewis, 20, staged a sit-in in the Mc-
Comb terminal of the Greyhound bus lines. They were arrested on
charges of breach of the peace and failure to obey a policeman’s order
to move on. They spent 30 days in jail.

SEPTEMBER §, LIBERTY, AMITE COUNTY: Travis Britt, SNCC registra-
tion worker, was attacked and beaten by whites on the courthouse lawn.
Britt was accompanied at the time by Robert Moses. Britt said one man
hit him more than 20 times. The attackers drove away in a truck.

SEPTEMBER 7, TYLERTOWN, WALTHALL COUNTY: John Hardy, SNCC
registration worker, took two Negroes to the county courthouse to reg-
ister. The registrar told them he *. . . wasn’t registering voters” that day.
When the three turned to leave, Registrar John Q. Wood took a pistol
from his desk and struck Hardy over the head from behind. Hardy was
arrested and charged with disturbing the peace.

SEPTEMBER 13, JACKSON, HINDS COUNTY: Fifteen Episcopal ministers
(among them three Negroes) were arrested for asking to be served at the
lunch counter of the Greyhound bus terminal. They were charged with
inviting a breach of the peace. They were found not guilty of the charge
on May 21, 1962, by County Judge Russell Moore.

SEPTEMBER 2§, LIBERTY, AMITE COUNTY: Herbert Lee, 2 Negro who
had been active in voter registration, was shot and killed by white state
representative E. H. Hurst in downtown Liberty. No prosecution was
undertaken, the authorities explaining that the representative had shot
in self-defense.

OCTOBER 4, MC COMB, PIKE COUNTY: The five students who were
arrested as a result of the August 29 sit-in in McComb returned to
school, but were refused admittance. At that, 116 students walked out
and paraded downtown to the city hall in protest. Police arrested the
entire crowd, but later released all but 19, all of whom were 18 years
old or older. They were charged with breach of the peace and contribut-
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ing to the delinquency of minors and allowed to go free on bail totalling
$3,700. At the trial on October 31, Judge Brumfield, finding the stu-
dents guilty, and sentencing each to a $500 fine and six months in jail,
said: “Some of you are local residents, some of you are outsiders. Those
of you who are local residents are like sheep being led to the slaughter.
If you continue to follow the advise of outside agitators, you will be like
sheep and be slaughtered.”



