The following is an excerpt from the original city ordinances for the city of Birmingham. The ordinanc
posted in the Institute's Barriers Gallery.

Birmingham's Racial Segregation Ordinances
Birmingham, AL
May, 1951
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SECTION 369. SEPARATION OF RACES.

It shall be unlawful to conduct a restaurant or other place for the serving of food in the city, at which \
and colored people are served in the same room, unless such white and colored persons are effectu
separated by a solid partition exterglinom the floor upward to a distance of seven feet or higher, and
unless a separate entrance from the street is provided for each compartment.

SECTION 597. NEGROES AND WHITE PERSONS NOT TO PLAY TOGETHER.

It shall be unlawful for a negro and a white persmplay together or in company with each other in any
game of cards or dice, dominoes or checkers.

Any person, who being the owner, proprietor or keeper or superintendent, of any tavern, inn, restaur:
other public house or public place, or the clsdsyvant or employee or such owner, proprietor, keeper ot
superintendent, knowingly permits a negro and a white person to play together or in company with ei
other at any game with cards, dice, dominoes or checkers, in his house or on his premises shall,
conviction, be punished as provided in section 4.

ORDINANCE 798-F
An Ordinance To Amend Section 597 Of The General Code Of The City Of Birmingham Of 194«

Be It Ordained by the Commission of the City of Birmingham that Section 597 of the Generalf @ue o
City of Birmingham of 1944 be, and said section is, amended so as to read as follows:

S.E.C. 597 Negroes and White Persons Not To Play Together

It shall be unlawful for a Negro and a white person to play together or in company with each other in
game of cards, dice, dominoes, checkers, baseball, softball, football, basketball or similar games.
Any person, who being the owner, proprietor or keeper or superintendent of any tavern, inn, restaurs
ballfield, stadium or other public house or publiage, or the clerk, servant or employee of such owner,
proprietor, keeper, or superintendent, knowingly permits a Negro and a white person to play togethel
company with each other, at any game with a baseball, softball, basketball or other zahpumsk or on
his premises or in a house or on premises under his charge, supervision or control, shall, on convicti
punished as provided in Section 4.

Approved Sept. 19, 1950 A true copy,
Eunice S. Hewes, City Clerk Paderald, Sept 21, 1950
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SECTION 359. SEPARATION OF RACES.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person in charge or control of any room, hall, theatre, picture house,
auditorium, yard, court, ballpark, public park, or other indoor or outdoor place, to which both white pe
and negroesra admitted, to cause, permit or allow therein or thereon any theatrical performance, pict
exhibition, speech, or educational or entertainment program of any kind whatsoever, unless such roc
theatre, picture house, auditorium, yard, court, jpalk, or other place, has entrances, exits and seating
standing sections set aside for and assigned to the use of white persons, and other entrances, exits
or standing sections set aside for and assigned to the use of negroes,unlesniteseniits and seating ¢
standing sections set aside for and assigned to the use of white persons are distinctly separated fror
aside for and assigned to the use of negroes, by well defined physical barriers, and unless the memt
each rae are effectively restricted and confined to the sections set aside for and assigned to the use
race.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any member of one race to use or occupy any entrance, exit or seating or :
section set aside for and assigt@the use of members of the other race.

SECTION 939. SEPARATION OF RACES.

It shall be unlawful for a negro and a white person to play together or in company with each other at
game of pool or billiards.

Any person, who, being the owner, proprietomocharge of any poolroom, pooltable, billiard room or
billiard table, knowingly permits a negro and a white person to play together or in company with eact
at any game of pool or billiards on his premises shall, upon conviction, be punished dsdoirgection 4.

SECTION 1002. SEPARATION OF RACES.

Every common carrier engaged in operation streetcars in the city for the carriage of passengers shal
eqgual but separate accomodations for the white and colored races by providing separatey ciesudy
indicating or designating by physical visible marks the area to be occupied by each race in any stree
which the two races are permitted to be carried together and by confining each race to occupancy of
of such streetcar so sgpart for it.

Every common carrier engaged in operating streetcars in the city for the carrying of passengers shal
for each car used for white and colored passengers, separate entrances and exits to and from such «
manner as to preveintermingling of the white and colored passengers when entering or leaving such
but this provision for separate entrances and exits shall not apply to the cars operated on the followir
The South Highlands, Idlewild and Rugby Highland linesootes.

It shall be unlawful for any such common carrier to operate or cause or allow to be operated, or for a
servant, employee or agent of any such common carrier to aid in operating for the carriage of white ¢
colored passengers, any streetcar natpgpd as provided in this section. And it shall be unlawful for an
person, contrary to the provisions of this section providing for equal and separate accomodations for
white and colored races on streetcars, to ride or attempt to ride in a cavisioa @f a car designated for
the race to which such person does not belong.

Failure to comply with this section shall be deemed a misdemeanor.

SECTION 1413. SEPARATION OF RACES.
Every owner or operator of any jitney, bus or taxicab in the city shaligg@qual but separate
accommodations for the white and colored races by dividing separate vehicles or by clearly indicatin:



designating by visible markers the area to be occupied by each race in any vehicle in which the two |
permitted to bearried together and by confining each race to occupancy of the area of such vehicle s
apart for it.It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause or allow to be operated or to aid in
operating for the carriage of white and colored passeaggrsehicle not equipped as provided in this
section. And it shall be unlawful for any person, contrary to the provisions of this section providing fo!
and separate accommodations for the white and colored races, to ride or attempt to ride ie anaehic
division of a vehicle designated for the race to which such person does not belong.

Failure to comply with this section shall be deemed a misdemeanor.

STATE OF ALABAMA)

JEFFERSON COUNTY )

I, Eunice S. Hewe<City Clerk of the City of Birmingham, do hereby certify that the above are true and
correct copies of Sections 369, 597, 859, 939, 1002, 1413 of the 1944 Code of Birmingham.GIVEN |
MY HAND AND CORPORATE SEAL of the City of Birmingham, this the 25#wydf May, 1951.

City Clerk

Letter to Martin Luther King
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April 12, 1963

We clergymen are among those who, in January, issued “an Appeal for Law and Order and Common Sense,” in dealing with racial
problems in Alabama. We expressed understanding that honest convictions in racial matters could properly be pursued in the
courts, but urged that decisions of those courts should in the meantime be peacefully obeyed.

Since that time there has been some evidence of increased forbearance and a willingness to face facts. Responsible citizens have
undertaken to work on various problems which cause racial friction and unrest. In Birmingham, recent public events have given
indication that we all have opportunity for a new constructive and realistic approach to racial problems.

However, we are now confronted by a series of demonstrations by some of our Negro citizens, directed and led in part by
outsiders. We recognize the natural impatience of people who feel that their hopes are slow in being realized. But we are
convinced that these demonstrations are unwise and untimely.

We agree rather with certain local Negro leadership which has called for honest and open negotiation of racial issues in our area.
And we believe this kind of facing of issues can best be accomplished by citizens of our own metropolitan area, white and Negro,
meeting with their knowledge and experiences of the local situation. All of us need to face that responsibility and find proper
channels for its accomplishment.

Just as we formerly pointed out that “hatred and violence have no sanction in our religious and political traditions,” we also point
out that such actions as incite to hatred and violence, however technically peaceful those actions may be, have not contributed to
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the resolution of our local problems. We do not believe that these days of new hope are days when extreme measures are justified
in Birmingham.

We commend the community as a whole, and the local news media and law enforcement officials in particular, on the calm
manner in which these demonstrations have been handled. We urge the public to continue to show restraint should the
demonstrations continue, and the law enforcement officials to remain calm and continue to protect our city from violence.

We further strongly urge our own Negro community to withdraw support from these demonstrations, and to unite locally in
working peacefully for a better Birmingham. When rights are consistently denied, a cause should be pressed in the courts and in
negotiations among local leaders, and not in the streets. We appeal to both our white and Negro citizenry to observe the principles
of law and order and common sense.

Signed by:

C.C.J. CARPENTER, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Alabama.

JOSEPH A. DURICK, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Mobile-Birmingham

Rabbi MILTON L. GRAFMAN, Temple Emanu-El, Birmingham, Alabama

Bishop PAUL HARDIN, Bishop of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the Methodist Church
Bishop NOLAN B. HARMON, Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of the Methodist Church
GEORGE M. MURRAY, D.D., LL.D., Bishop Coadjutor, Episcopal Diocese of Alabama

EDWARD V. RAMAGE, Moderator, Synod of the Alabama Presbyterian Church in the United States

EARL STALLINGS, Pastors, First Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama



"Letter from a Birmingham Jail [King, Jr.]"

16 April 1963

My Dear Fellow Clergymen:

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent statement calling my present activities "unwise and
untimely." Seldom do I pause to answer criticism of my work and ideas. If [ sought to answer all the criticisms that cross my desk,
my secretaries would have little time for anything other than such correspondence in the course of the day, and I would have no
time for constructive work. But since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and that your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I
want to try to answer your statement in what I hope will be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by the view which argues against
"outsiders coming in." I have the honor of serving as president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, an organization
operating in every southern state, with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have some eighty five affiliated organizations across
the South, and one of them is the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights. Frequently we share staff, educational and
financial resources with our affiliates. Several months ago the affiliate here in Birmingham asked us to be on call to engage in a
nonviolent direct action program if such were deemed necessary. We readily consented, and when the hour came we lived up to
our promise. So I, along with several members of my staff, am here because I was invited here. I am here because I have
organizational ties here.

But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the prophets of the eighth century B.C. left their villages
and carried their "thus saith the Lord" far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village
of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel
of freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid.

Moreover, | am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned
about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. Never again can we afford to
live with the narrow, provincial "outside agitator" idea. Anyone who lives inside the United States can never be considered an
outsider anywhere within its bounds.

You deplore the demonstrations taking place in Birmingham. But your statement, [ am sorry to say, fails to express a similar
concern for the conditions that brought about the demonstrations. I am sure that none of you would want to rest content with the
superficial kind of social analysis that deals merely with effects and does not grapple with underlying causes. It is unfortunate that
demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, but it is even more unfortunate that the city's white power structure left the Negro
community with no alternative.

In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic steps: collection of the facts to determine whether injustices exist; negotiation; self
purification; and direct action. We have gone through all these steps in Birmingham. There can be no gainsaying the fact that racial
injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is probably the most thoroughly segregated city in the United States. Its ugly record
of brutality is widely known. Negroes have experienced grossly unjust treatment in the courts. There have been more unsolved
bombings of Negro homes and churches in Birmingham than in any other city in the nation. These are the hard, brutal facts of the
case. On the basis of these conditions, Negro leaders sought to negotiate with the city fathers. But the latter consistently refused to
engage in good faith negotiation.

Then, last September, came the opportunity to talk with leaders of Birmingham's economic community. In the course of the
negotiations, certain promises were made by the merchants--for example, to remove the stores' humiliating racial signs. On the
basis of these promises, the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the leaders of the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights
agreed to a moratorium on all demonstrations. As the weeks and months went by, we realized that we were the victims of a broken
promise. A few signs, briefly removed, returned; the others remained. As in so many past experiences, our hopes had been blasted,
and the shadow of deep disappointment settled upon us. We had no alternative except to prepare for direct action, whereby we
would present our very bodies as a means of laying our case before the conscience of the local and the national community.



Mindful of the difficulties involved, we decided to undertake a process of self purification. We began a series of workshops on
nonviolence, and we repeatedly asked ourselves: "Are you able to accept blows without retaliating?" "Are you able to endure the
ordeal of jail?" We decided to schedule our direct action program for the Easter season, realizing that except for Christmas, this is
the main shopping period of the year. Knowing that a strong economic-withdrawal program would be the by product of direct
action, we felt that this would be the best time to bring pressure to bear on the merchants for the needed change.

Then it occurred to us that Birmingham's mayoral election was coming up in March, and we speedily decided to postpone action
until after election day. When we discovered that the Commissioner of Public Safety, Eugene "Bull" Connor, had piled up enough
votes to be in the run off, we decided again to postpone action until the day after the run off so that the demonstrations could not be
used to cloud the issues. Like many others, we waited to see Mr. Connor defeated, and to this end we endured postponement after
postponement. Having aided in this community need, we felt that our direct action program could be delayed no longer.

You may well ask: "Why direct action? Why sit ins, marches and so forth? Isn't negotiation a better path?" You are quite right in
calling for negotiation. Indeed, this is the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and
foster such a tension that a community which has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to
dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored. My citing the creation of tension as part of the work of the nonviolent resister
may sound rather shocking. But I must confess that I am not afraid of the word "tension." I have earnestly opposed violent tension,
but there is a type of constructive, nonviolent tension which is necessary for growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to
create a tension in the mind so that individuals could rise from the bondage of myths and half truths to the unfettered realm of
creative analysis and objective appraisal, so must we see the need for nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of tension in society
that will help men rise from the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights of understanding and brotherhood. The
purpose of our direct action program is to create a situation so crisis packed that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. I
therefore concur with you in your call for negotiation. Too long has our beloved Southland been bogged down in a tragic effort to
live in monologue rather than dialogue.

One of the basic points in your statement is that the action that [ and my associates have taken in Birmingham is untimely. Some
have asked: "Why didn't you give the new city administration time to act?" The only answer that I can give to this query is that the
new Birmingham administration must be prodded about as much as the outgoing one, before it will act. We are sadly mistaken if
we feel that the election of Albert Boutwell as mayor will bring the millennium to Birmingham. While Mr. Boutwell is a much
more gentle person than Mr. Connor, they are both segregationists, dedicated to maintenance of the status quo. I have hope that
Mr. Boutwell will be reasonable enough to see the futility of massive resistance to desegregation. But he will not see this without
pressure from devotees of civil rights. My friends, I must say to you that we have not made a single gain in civil rights without
determined legal and nonviolent pressure. Lamentably, it is an historical fact that privileged groups seldom give up their privileges
voluntarily. Individuals may see the moral light and voluntarily give up their unjust posture; but, as Reinhold Niebuhr has
reminded us, groups tend to be more immoral than individuals.

We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the
oppressed. Frankly, I have yet to engage in a direct action campaign that was "well timed" in the view of those who have not
suffered unduly from the disease of segregation. For years now I have heard the word "Wait!" It rings in the ear of every Negro
with piercing familiarity. This "Wait" has almost always meant "Never." We must come to see, with one of our distinguished
jurists, that "justice too long delayed is justice denied."

We have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional and God given rights. The nations of Asia and Africa are moving
with jetlike speed toward gaining political independence, but we still creep at horse and buggy pace toward gaining a cup of coffee
at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to say, "Wait." But when you
have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have seen
hate filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and sisters; when you see the vast majority of your twenty
million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society; when you suddenly find your
tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six year old daughter why she can't go to the public
amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown is
closed to colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky, and see her beginning



