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The Black Arts Movement was the name given to a group of politically
motivated black poets, artists, dramatists, musicians, and writers who
emerged in the wake of the Black Power Movement. The Black Arts
Movement began in 1965 and ended in 1975.

After Malcolm X was assassinated on February 21, 1965, those who
embraced the Black Power movement often fell into one of two camps: the
Revolutionary Nationalists, who were best represented by the Black
Panther Party, and the Cultural Nationalists. The latter group called for the
creation of poetry, novels, visual arts, and theater to reflect pride in black
history and culture. This new emphasis was an affirmation of the
autonomy of black artists to create black art for black people as a means to

awaken black consciousness and achieve liberation.

Ironically despite the male-dominated nature of the movement, several
black female writers rose to lasting fame including Nikki Giovanni, Sonia

Sanchez, Audre Lorde, June Jordan, among others. Additionally, the Black
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Arts Movement helped lay the foundation for modern-day spoken word and

hip-hop.
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